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Descriptive. 


LETTE 


RS FROM A MISSIONARY, 
NO. FI. 
{Written for the Boston Recorder.) 

INDIAN Ocean, Baia Wavercy, July 16, 1839. 2 
Lat. 10 deg. 6 N. Long. 55 deg. E.$ 

Monday morning, July 8, we made early 
preparations for an excursion to the clove 
plantation of the Sultan. His Highness sent 
his boat to convey us to Mtong, the place of 
his resideuce, which we had before visited, | 
On tanding there about eight o’clock, we found 
in a pretty good state of preparation, a curious | 
assemblage of Arabs, negroes, horses and jacks, | 
or doukeys, We first called on his Highness, 
who received us in the same easy and courte- | 
ous manner as before—cotfee and sherbet were | 
served, ‘Ihe horses were prepared especially | 
for the accommodation of the geutlemen of the | 
missionary company, as we had signified a 
preterence for that animal, rather than don-| 
keys. As the Arabs at Zanzibar usually ride} 
doukeys, our horse equipage Was not the most 
complete. Some of the saddles had no stir- 
rups at all, others had those so short, as to be | 
entirely useless. As there was some doubt 
Whether some of the ladies could ride donkeys, 
and if they could, whether the fatigue would 
not be too great to ride one the whole distance, 
a sailor’s cot was taken from the Waverly, and 
a hammock from the Augustus. An old pa- 
fauquin, the only one in Zanzibar, was fitted 
for Miss Farrar. With as little delay as could 
be expected, our cavalcade was prepared to 
move, a few minutes past nine. Could our 
friends have stood with the Sultan at his  win- 
dow, Lam sure they would have been amused 
at our grotesque ‘appearance, It was very 
s00n manifest, that our company had not been 


} 


trained to move with the order and regularity 


ow disciplined cavalry. Horses and donkeys | 
must be kept separate, and the former were 
not all the most manageable. A high spirited 
auimal from Cuteh had been designated for 
me. He was quite restive—made free use of 
his hind feet, and appeared so frightened at 
the sight of a new master pro tem, that it was 
some minutes before Lcould get near enough 
to grasp the bit, Mr. Thorn said the ugly, 
creature must be lett behind,—that I never 
could ride him, and T onee actually gave up 
the idea of taking him, ull 1 found he was ab- 
svlutely necessary to make out the complement. 
At length all were mounted, fined in palanquin, 
cot and hammock, or prepared to go on foot, 
and we actually set forward, 
see one horse scampering away in spite of his 
rider, before the whole, following hard after; 
bur with a more even step was perhaps a don- 
key, with his accustomed Arab rider; then Miss 
Fin her p Janquin, borne by Hindoo coolies, 
then in irregular succession, Mrs, F. in her 
hammock swung upon a pole, Mrs. H. in her 
cot, Mrs. B. on her donkey with one lad be- 
fore to lead, and another behind to whip. Mr. 
T. and Cape. Millet on the same kind of beast, 
The whole train, which extended full 
halfa mile, was interestingly interspersed with 
Arabs on their donkeys, numerous slaves and 
foot attendants, one with a baked kid on his 
head, another with a tray of sweet meats, a 
dish of rice or fowl, one eurrying a pine apple 
cheese, another sherbet, another an umbrella, 
or whatever might contribute to our comfort | 


Now you might 


soon 


© during the day. 


% 


Wives, 


Our route, for the first half mile, lay to the 
north alon, the beach; we then turned nearly 
at right angles, into a path which sometimes 
led us over a gentle rise, then through a ravine 
of moderate depth. Sometimes our way war 
skirted by the cultivated field of enssada, or- 
chard of plantains, or grove of cloves, at oth- 
ers, it led through what might be called the 
native forest of the island, which consisted of 

he slim, strait cocoa, interspersed with the 

ide spread mango, and sometimes there was 

thick jungle of coarse grass, creeping vines, 
nd shrubbery of various kinds. ‘The fields of 
lifferent individuals were frequently separated 
by a hedge of thorn, Over one ravine was a 
well constructed bridge. It was recently built 
hy the Sultan, of coral rock. The Arabs, with 
interest and pride, spoke of it as done by his 
Highness. Nothing of the kind was known 
in Z. ull within a few years; two have been 
constructed by the Sultan. 

We passed over the highest ground on the 
island, estimated to be 300 feet above the level 
of the sea, from which the prospeet of distant 
fields of cloves and plantains, of cocoa and 
tiatngo trees, was extremely beautiful, Some 
of our party declared they had never beheld 
its equal. It exceeded all they had ever im- 
agined of “spiey groves” or © palmy plains.” 
But it is to be remembered that we had been 
three months confined within the narrow limits 
of the Waverly. Our daily prospect bad been 
limited to a circle of the horizon, the radius of 
Vhich was about four miles and a half, and 

ras uniformly filled with the same dark blue 
Some variety had indeed been pro- 
duced by the smoothness of the calm and the 
foaming fury of the storm, and we often found 
delight in viewing the changing clouds and pe- 
culisrities of a southern sky. Yet our sources 
of variety, comparatively speaking, were ex- 
hausted. Even the sight of a distant moun- 
tein which required a good degree of imagina- 
Aion to distinguish it from the clouds, beeame 
quite an incident. When trees could be dis- 
cerned, all were filled with animation, and the 
thought how pleasant it would be to ramble 
among them and recline under their shade, 
yas exciting. tt will not then be thought 
trange, that now, being actually on land, 

here every tree, shrub, leaf and animal were 
new, the exclamation, how beautiful! did you 
pver see its equal? should fiequnily escape 
our lips. Yet, ft think, that if atter 92 days at 
sea, we could have taken an excursion on the 
first of June, upon some parts of the Green 
Mountains, or could we have been placed on 
Mount Holyoke, or the chapel tower of Am- 
herst College, the view would have far sur- 
passed any thing we saw at Zanzibar. The 
plantation is between four and five miles from 
the place w here we commenced our route by 
land. The whole eavaleade, reckoning slaves 
and attendants of every deseription, was be- 
tween 40 and 50. Our grotesque appearance, 
the novelty of the occasion, the new and inter- 
esting scenery, all conspired to make our ride 
most cheeriulanddelightful. | found my Catch 
horse, (after having persuaded my Arab at- 
endant to let the bit, which he held for 
hree fourths of a mile, for fear Teould not 

minage him) to move, for the most part, with 
lelightrul ense and gentleness, The last mile 

‘wl a half, the road was elegant, passing 
Rhrough the regular groves of clove trees. 1 
never shall forget the prospect as we came to 
the top of a gentle declivity, and cast our eves 
for a full mile along the beautiful vista before 
us. The road was perfectly strait, and the} 
trees on each side were sy timetrical, as to form 
and position. 

After a ride of an hour and a half, we reach- | 
ed the mansion in the centre of the plantation. | 
The building was about 50 feet square, con-| 
structed of coral. Tt was surrounded by a wall 
120r 15 feet high, which enclosed a space 
150 feet square. Within this yard, natmeg 
trees were planted. On some of them the| 
fruit was of full size, and nearly ripe. A peach 


wo 


tree stood in one corner, which, however, had 
never borne. 
the mansion, ‘The prospect was extensive and 
beautiful. ‘This plantation is about two miles 
square, (no one could give precise information 
as to its extent,) and contains 200,000 clove 
trees. Besides this, the Sultan has four otber 
plantations, The clove trees were of different 
ages, and varied in height from 10 to 35 feet. 
I measured the trunk of one of the largest, 
which was nine inches in diameter, about two 
feet from the ground. ‘The clove is an ever- 
green, and yields two crops ina year. ‘The 
slaves were just beginning to gather the pres- 
entcrop. ‘Tripods of sufficient height are pre- 
pared to enable them to pick off the cloves by 
hand without injuring the tree. They are 
gathered when the bud begins to redden, just 
before the blossom opens. Many have made 
the mistake of supposing the cloves of the 
market the fruit, instead of the bud just ready 
to blossom. 

The clove was brought from the Molucca 
islands to the isle of France, in 1770, from 
which place they were introduced to Zanzibar, 
about 23 years ago. From a very few plants, 
then introduced, have sprung many plantations 
of different extents, on every part of the island, 
The inhabitants are cutting down the cocoa to 
make way for this mre profitable article of 
cultivation, The price of cloves at Zanzibar, 
at this time, is 14 or 15 cents per pound. Zan- 


zibar cloves are said by some, not to be as | 


good as those which grow in their native Mo- 
luecas, because they do not so well understand 
the method of curing them, and are not so par- 
ticular to have them dry. 
ing house, we saw a pile of a number of bush- 
els which had been picked two or three days, 
and had now begah to heat and ferment. En- 
quiring the reason of this, we were told they 
would dry better. ‘They intended, they said, 
to spread these the next day, which had now 
become heated as to diminish their real 
value. The product of the Sultan’s plantation 
must be immense, We were told, however, 
that he gets no more than half of the crop. 
The remainder is purloined by the slaves, and 
appropriated to their own profit. We return- 
ed to the house at half past twelve, and found 


so 


a table richly loaded with baked kid and fowls, | 
, cheese, and various kinds of | 


rice puddings 
fruit, for our dinner. Some of the dishes sa- 
vored so much of the Arabic, that 1 could not 
really relish them. Yet we made an excellent 
meal, After dinner, an hour or two was spent 
in conversaion, taking notes, singing, &c. The 


Arabs appeared quite interested in listening to | 


a few tunes from the Christian Lyre. May 
the time soon come when these spicy groves 
shall echo the songs of Zion. In due time we 
set out on our return, and arrived at Mtong, 
half past four, PM. As we were to sail the 
next day, we must take our leave of his High- 
ness. He appeared much gratified that we 
had had so pleasant an exeursion, At Mr. 
W's request, he exhibited a gold snutf box, 
containing on its cover a miniature of Queen 
Victoria, set in 26 diamonds, which he had re- 
ceived asa present, from her Majesty —a splen- 
dit thing, vet Lwas told littl valued by the 
Sultan. Should our government ever see fit 
to make him a present, it is to be hoped that it 

will be something useful as well as costly. 

Yours, &e. E. B. 
eel oe 
From the New York Obs 
GLEANINGS AND REFLECTIONS IN 
THE GREAT VALLEY .<-<2.VO. V/il 

By Rev 

State of Religion.—In « region of country, 
extending over so many degrees of latitude aud 
longitude, as are covered by the great West, 
some parts of which have been settled half a 
century, and others not half a year—from the 
eastern, middle and southern States, as well as 
from every country of Europe, there must 
needs be a great diversity of religious charac- 
ter, condition and opinions. No general state- 
tment ean be of much value. What is true of 
one place, is partly true of another, not at all 
true of a third, and almost a perfect contrast 
to the condition of a fourth. ‘To represent the 
state of things, just as it is, it would be neces- 
sary to visit every town, village, hamlet and 
settlement, and to put down the results of mui- 
nute personal observation and inquiries, in 
voluminous statistical tables. Our Home Mis- 
sionary Reports and Correspondence, are by 
fur the best sources of information, to which 
Christians of the east can have ae Hap- 
pily these are placed within the reach of all; 
and to the very interesting facts and appeals 
which they embody, let me refer the readers of 
the Observer, while | merely throw outa few 
hints and reflections of a more general char- 
acter, 

Infidelity. —Considering the great Bible truth, 
that men “do not like to retain God in their 
knowledge,” and that many of the early set- 
Uers of almost every country are sceptically 
inclined, and carry none of the fear of God 
along with them when they emigrate, it would 
be wonderful, indeed, if infidelity were not to 
take a higher and bolder stand, than it does 
where the Bible and the institutions of religion 
have always held the ascendancy. Amongst 
us, there are undoubtedly secret unbelievers; 
men who sympathize with Paine and Voltaire, 
but who are restrained from avowing their 
sentiments by various prudential considera- 
tions, which do not exist when they find them- 
selves planted down in the vast savannahs and 
wildernesses of the west. There, every man 
shows what he is, thinks for himself, and thinks 
aloud. If he is a decided Christian he takes 
his ground, and lets it be known to every body. 
If, on the other hand, he is an unbeliever, there 
is nothing to hinder him from avowing it. 
hvery missionary, and indeed every good man 
at the west, must expect to encounter the 
sneers and arguments of infidelity, in some, or 
all of its protean forms, and ought to be pre- 
pared for it. Saul’s armor might be an incum- 
brance; but let no one when he goes out, fail 
of taking as many “smooth stones’? of the 
brook, as he ean carry in bis scrip. He will 
be sure to want them, 

There are two classes of infidels at the west, 
who, while they agree in discarding the Bible, 
differ very much in one important respect, 
One of these classes consists chiefly of men, 
religiously educated, and who at one period or 
another of their lives, have been brought under 
special religious influences, This is by far the 
most hopeless class. They have imbibed a 
cool and settled hostility to Christianity, which 
makes you shudder. It is evident from their 
own account of themselves, that they have 
sinned against great light. Many of them 
could tell you they were awakened, convicted 
and “almost persuaded to be Christinns;” 


erver. 


Dr. HumPHReEY. 


and some of their names might now be found | 


on the church records of the places where they 
were brought up. But they resisted the Spirit, 
sunk down into stupidity, swung off into the 
current of doubt and scepticism, and there is 
every reason to fear, that “God has given 
them up to strong delusions, to believe a lie.” 
And these are altogether the most dangerous, 
as well as the most hopeless class of men in 
the new states and territories. They not only 
hate the doctrines and restraints of religion 
themselves, but turn apostles of infidelity, and 


We ascended to the flat roof of 


| ‘sharper than any two-edged sword, pierc- 





| lieve itis gaining ground, upon the whole, but 


On visiting the dry- | 


| to St. Louis, | have no doubt that many sweet 


spare no pains to undermine the faith of the 
unstable and the unwary. 

Of the other class, there is more hope. To 
be sure, they do not believe the Scriptures, and 
they frankly tell youso. But they feel no par- 
ticular hostility to religion, for they have never 
thought enough about it. Not having taken the 
trouble to arm themselves against the truth, 
they are ready to hear what you have to say, 
with a degree of candor, which you must not 
expect to find in the class just described. The 
state of their mind seems to be something like 
this: ** My rule is, to hear all sides; you may 
bring forward your arguments and I will look 
atthem. Ifyou can convince me, very well; 
I will then embrace your opinions, and become 
a Christian: if bee shall remain as I am.” 
Now this baring their bosoms, as it were, 
to ‘the sword of the Spirit,” gives you a 
great advantage; and God sometimes makes it 


ing even to the dividing asunder of the soul 
and the spirit, of the joints and the mar- 
row, and discerning the thoughts and in- 
tents of the heart.” The conversion of this 
class of unbelieyers is no uncommon thing, 
where the gospel” is faithfully preached at the 
west; and although infidelity may here and 
there muster its strength, and assume a bolder 
front than it has heen wont to do, I do not be- 


losing; and if the friends of God and the Bible 
in the west and east do their duty, it will ere 
long be driven from the field in confusion and 
disgrace. 

Romanism.—T here area great many Catholics 
scattered all over the western states; and thou- 
sands are every year added to their numbers, by 
emigration from Ireland and the continent of Eu- 
rope. ‘Phe valley of the Mississippi is a sort of | 
“promised land,” toward which they have been 
taught to look with longing eyes from beyond the 
great ocean, and multitudes ofthem hasten thith- 
er with eager steps as soon as they land upon our 
shores. Ifthe Romish hierarchy does not actu- 
ally expect one day tosee the chair of St. Peter, 
with its ghostly oceupant,transferred from Rome 





dreams are enjoyed under purple canopies, of | 
the rapid spread of papacy on this continent; 
and it is quite certain, that large funds are 
raised and sent over to sustain a host of active 
and wily propagandists. In some of the prin-| 
cipal towns, the Catholies have, till quite late-| 


ly, had the ascendancy; and in others, they are 
| struggling hard to gain it. 


Their first and) 
grand object seems to have been, to get the main 
spring of education at the west into their own | 
hands; rightly judging, that if they could once | 
gain over the rising generation, every thing 
they wish would follow, almost of 
Accordingly they have planted down their col- 
leges and schools in the best locations they 
could find; have spared no pains in procuring 
able teachers; have introduced popular courses 
of instruction; and by these methods, have ac- 
tually lured some protestant children to their 
seminaries, if not to their communion 

But after all, | have no fears that Romanism 
is going to vet possession of the Great Valley, 
or of any portofit; and Pam so far from de- 
precating the coming in of so zrenta tide from 
the Atlantic that | regard it as one of the en- 
couraging “signs of the times.” It is bring- 
ing tens of thousands every year within the 
sphere of protestant influence, and giving our 
Bible, Tract, Home Missionary and Sabbath 
School Societies, facilities for instructing and 
bringing them to the knowledge of the truth, 
which they could not otherwise enjoy. It 
impossible for the Catholies, or any other class 
of embygrants to form separate communities to 
any considerable extent in this country; and 
Where they do, they must be surrounded bys 
others whose opinions on every subject will 
gradually modify theirown, ‘The coming over 
of so many ship toads of Irish and other Ro- 
manists every summer, will stimulate our min- 
isters and churches to do more than they other- 
wise would; and by the blessing of God, upon 
the means of his own appointment, many 
even of the first generation will be turned from 
the error of their ways, while their children in 
still greater numbers will be converted to the 
Protestant faith. 

Nothing is plainer than that this redeeming 
process is now going on at the west; not so fst 
as we could wish; but still itis goingon. The 
fears of our friends in that section of country 
are, if Po may judge from what f heard, faust 
subsiding, They see that in all the important 
centres of influence, Romanism is on the de- 
cline, or what amounts to nearly the same 
thing, Protestantism is fast gaining the ascen- 
dancy. As a general thing there ean be no 
mistake about it. The prospects of the Pope 
and of Prince Metternich, are not near so good 
as they were five years ago. It is true that new 
cathedrals are going up in some of the large 
cities, and new churches are rising inthe coun- 
try. A considerable number of such may be 
found on the line of the great canals and rail- 
roads, and else grent numbers of 
Irish laborers are en ploy ed But when those! 
public works are finished, these laborers will 
be wanted elsewhere, ond the churches which 
they build as they go along will be nearly 
abandoned. Some other destructive forms of 
error may spring up and sweep over the west, 
but Tam persuaded that Catholicisin never 
will gain the ascendaney. | 

Protestant sects and denominalions.—There 
are more of these at the West, | beliewe, than 
in any other part of the United States. C 
ually thrown together as good men are, in the 
new settlements, from every Protestant com-| 
munition in the world, the great central attrac- 
tien which they all feel, and which will Dine | 
them in high and glorious fellowship before | 
the throne of God and the Lamb, is counter- 
acted by so many infirmities here, that it ts| 
impossible for them to unite upon any distine-| 
tive church platform. “Every one saith, | 
am of Paul, and fof Apollos, and 1 of Cephus, 
and To oof Christ? Were the apostle to the: 
Gentiles te come back, and travel over the! 
great West, as he once did over Asia Minor, | 
he would find too much reason to exelains) 
again, * How is it then, brethren? When ye! 
come together, every one of you hath a psalon, | 
hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revela- 
tion, bath an interpretation; and 
they may in some places provoke one another 
to love and to good works, in general they 
have but very littl strength, because they 


I< 


wherever 


is- 


however! 


course, | 


cannot be brought to act and worship and com-| 


mune together. 
lages of eight hundred or a thousand inhabi- 
taunts, to find them split up into five or six de- 
nominations, with their separate places of 
worship, and all of them, of course, too wenk 
to support the institutions of the gospel, or 
resist the encroachments of error. But while 
this state of things is exceedingly to be regret- 


| ted, religion is certainly on the advance through- 


out all the States and territories north of the 
Ohio and the Missouri. To say nothing of 
minor evangelical sects, the Methodists and 
regular Baptists are doing a vast deal of good 
by their untiring efforts to keep up with the 
march of the most enterprising race in the 
world towards the broad Pacifie, The Epis- 
copalians, though very few in comparison with 


} these, are by no means idle, and the Presby- 


terians are bringing a very great religious in- 


It is not uncommon, in wvil-! 














fluence to bear upon the present welfare and 
future destinies, of that portion of the country 
of which I am now speaking. However much 
we may regret the dissensions which have 
rent the Presbyterian church in twain, we can- 
not but admire the zeal with which both the 
eet divisions are pushing forward their Home 

Missionary operations; nor is it possible to 
calculate the good which is every year accom- 
plished by their thousand laborers in the Lord’s 
vineyard, 

In the mean time, great numbers of pious 
and intelligent emigrants from the other States, 
are spreading themselves over ‘the new coun- 
tries,” ready to co-operate with the mission- 
aries in all their self-denying efforts to build 
up churches, upon “the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself 
being the chief corner stone.” But there is 
one thing which gives the pastors and mission- 
aries in the West great concern, and serves 
very much to weaken their hands and discour- 
age their hearts. [allude to the fact that many 
who go out from the eastern churches, either 
take no letters of dismission and recommenda- 
tion along with them, or, if they do, never 
present these letters; never commune with any 
church, and even take pains to conceal that 
they ever made any pretensions to piety. I 

>< told by one of the most respectable cler- 
gymen whom I had the happiness to meet with, 
and who has travelled all over the West, that 
these apostate professors, some of whom have 
been officers in the churches, are scattered 
every Where, and that many of them are among 
the most malignant enemies of the gospel. 





Literary. 
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Tue Move anv Sussects or Baptism. By 
Mico P. Jewert, A. M., late Professor of Rhet- 
oric and Oratory in Marietta College, Ohio, and 
a licensed Minister of the Presbyterian Church. 
Second Edition. Boston, 1839. 

Mr. Jewett commences his work, by stating 
the circumstances which led bim to“ go into 
an original investigation” of the subject of 
Baptism, and issued in the consequent change 
of his opinions and church relations. It isa 
little singular that ‘°a licensed Minister of the 
Presbyterian Chureh” should not have ‘ gone 
into an original investigation’ of the subject, 
wtanearher period of his siudies, Possibly, 
his previous state of feeling, as he describes it, 





in reference to the Baptists, may account for | 


this fret, and also for the revulsion which 
lowed, ‘1 was,” says he, * Vrupt in prepos- 
sessions against the Baptists strong as an ar- 
nor of triple brass. PT cherished a spirit of 
proud indifference, not to say contempt, totally 
opposed to the temper of the candid inquirer 
atter the will of Christ.” p. 102. We hope 
there are few ministers of any denomination, 
who cherish a spirit such as this; and we can 
easily conceive, when this © spirit of proud in- 
difference and contempt”? in the heart of Mr. J. 
began to yield, that he would be likely to swing 
over to the other extreme. 

It would seem, also, that Mr. J. either now 


fol- | 


| away. 
la large pool, or fish-pond. 


| acting 
| helic vers, 


misrepresents Pedobaptist principles, or that | 


his understanding of them was always exceed- 
ingly erroneous. “The language of infant 
baptism,” he tells us, ‘fis, Phe futher can cov- 


enant for the child; the father can act for him: | ; : 4 
| sprinkling of water 1s of EQUAL VALIDITY 


the act of the parent shall answer for his 
offspring; the faith of the parent shall save the 
child.” He also represents infant baptism as 


“manifestly at war with the great doctrine of | 


justification by faith;? and as encouraging 
“anulutudes of careless adults ina life of im- 
penitence.” pp. 182, 113. If such are the 
views entertained by Mr. J., of Pedobaprtist 
principles, we do not wonder that he bas aban- 
doned them. We rather wonder that he did 
not abandon them sooner; or (what would have 
been better) that he did not relax bis “spirit 
of proud indifference,” 


Mr. J. having seltled, as he supposes, the 
sense of Baptism, and established, beyond all 
future controversy, that it signifies immersion, 
and nothing else, proceeds to the consideration 
of several passages which are usually quoted 
on the other side. And here, all he attempts 
is to show, that these passages may possibly be 
interpreted consistently with the idea of im- 
mersion; assuming that if they can possibly be 
so understood, we are bound to believe that 
this is their true meaning. ‘Thus, if the Jews 
could, by any possibility, have immersed their 
couches, every time they washed them, and 
immersed themselves, every time they came 
from the market (Mark 7:4.) we are bound 
to believe they did so, And if Cornelius and 
his family, and Paul, and the juilor and his 
household, could possibly have been baptized 
by immersion, we are to believe, of course, 
that they were.—Mr. J. doubts whether the 
three thousand were all baptized in one day; 
but if they were, he thinks they could possibly 
have been baptized by immersion; and hence 
concludes that they were so baptized. This 
mode of getting rid of difficult passages has 
certainly one thing to recommend it. It is 
summary and short. How far itis to be re- 
garded as satisfactory, the public will judge. 

One important class of Scripture passages 
Mr. J. passes over in discreet silence. It is 
those which relate to the hap¥ism of the Holy 
Spirit. “Lindeed immerse you in water, but 
he shall immerse you—in the Holy Ghost, and 
in fire!) Will Mr. J. or any other Baptist, 
dare thus to translate this, and the parallel 
passages; espacially as this baptism of the 
Spirit is invariably represented as performed, 
not by an immersion into the Spirit, but by the 
Spiritv’s being poured out, shed forth, as rain 
upon the mown grass, and showers that water 
the earth. 

Mr. J. quotes the Fathers (whether truly or 
not, we are unable to say, as he makes no ref- 
erences) to show that immersion was the or- 
dinary mode of baptism at the times when 





they respectively lived;—after which he adds, 
“ From the days of the apostles downward, for 
1300 years, we have an unbroken chain of evi- 
dence, showing that baptism was performed 
by immersion, and by tmmersion only,” p. 33. 
Now this is what not one of his quotations from 
the Fathers proves. It is what not one of the 
ancient Fathers believed. ‘That the Fathers 
commonly baptized by immersion, do not 
doubt; but that they occasionally baptized in 
other modes, is certain. And these baptisms 
were held to be valid. They were not repeat- 
ed. ‘Phe contagion of sin,” says Cyprian 
(Epis. 7th) is not, in the sacrament of salwa- 
tion, washed off by the same means as the 
dirt of the skin and of the body is washed 
There is no necessity of soap, or of 
It in another 
that the breast of the believer is wash- 
ed; after another manner that the mind of 
man is by faith cleansed. In the saving sa- 
craments, when necessity obliges, and God 
grants his indulgence, the shortest way of trans- 
divine matters confers the whole on 
Neither ought any to be disturbed, 
because the sick are baptized by sprinkling or 
washing, since they obtain the favor of the 
Lord.” Cyprian proceeds to quote the lan- 
guage of the prophet, “Twill sprinkle clean 
water upon you, and ye shall be clean;” and 
then adds, ** From hence it appears that the | 


Is 


wry 


with the laver.” 

Were it inquired of the ancient Fathers, from 
the second century downwards, whether im- 
mersion were not the preferable mode of bap- 
tism—that which, in ordinary cases was to be 


| observed, they would, | have no doubt, have 


muke them bis study, | 


and endeavor more correctly to understand | 


them. 

Mr. J. commences his discussion of the 
mode of baptism with the usual, stereotype 
assertion, that “the immersion of a professed 
believer, and that only, is Christian baptism.” 
‘*lumersion is essential to the ordinance,” 
p. 13. ‘his position he endeavors to sustain 
by various arguments; the first of which is the 
meaning of Baplizo, The primitive word, 
Bapto, he allows, signifies not only to dip, but 
to dye; and to dye “in any manner.” But the 
derivative, Baptizo, ‘signifies to dip or im- 
merse, and never has any other meaning.” p. 
14. In proof of this, be gives us a list of old 
Pedobapust concessions, the same, in) part, 
that were published by Mr. Booth, more than 
filty years ago, and re-publisbed in due form 
by Mr. Judson, in his celebrated Calcutta ser- 
mon. ‘Pothose who know the ease with which 
insulated pass 


answered, yes. They would have decided, too, 
in favor of atrine immersion, and of various 
other things about which the Seriptures are 
silent. Butifit were inquired of them, wheth- 
er immersion is essential to baptism, so that 
there can be no valid baptism without t—(and 
this is the precise question at issue, according | 
to Mr. Jewett’s exposition of it,) they would 
with one voice have answered, no. They 
could not have answered differently, in consis- 
tency with their uniform practice.—Instead, | 
therefore, of “an unbroken chain of evidence, | 
from the days of the Apostles downwards for 
1300 years, showing that baptism was to be 
performed by immersion, and by tmmersion | 
only,” it is believed that no respectable writer 
ean be adduced, previous to the rise of the 
Anabaptists in the 16th century, who held that 
immersion was essential to baptisms—so essen- 
tinl that there could be no baptism without it. 
Mr. J., is not remarkably accurate in his 
historical statements, even on points where | 


it would be easy to be so. For instance, 


he represents Andrew Fuller as stating, ‘in 


ges of this kind may be collect. | 


| 
ed on one side and the other, and how an au- 

thor, in this way, may be made to speak a} Ft : : 
| afler his conversion, Mr, Fuller saw two young 
ents, this kind of proof will be of small ac- | 


language entirely opposed to his general senti- 
count. The Bible itself quoted after this man- 
ner, may be made to prove almost anything, 
and so may any other book.* 


his own account of his life that the impres- 
sions he received, on first seeing a person b ip 
tized by immersion, were the means, under 
God, of his conversion.” p. 50. Now Andrew 
Fuller states no such thing. The next year 


persons baptized by immersion, and was, as 
he informs us, “considerably affeeted by what 


| he snw and heard? Memoir p. 16. 


With the usus loquendt of Baptizo by the | 
sacred writers and others Mr. J. hes no ditli- 


culty; because most of the passages which seem 
to taver immersion, he understands (terally, 
and such as are irreconcilably of another char- 
acter, he pronounces figurative.—Thus, the 
hiptism of the children of Israel unto Moses, 


Mr. J. has astory, that King James, under 
the advice of the bishops, expressly ordered 
the translators” of our English Bible, “not to 
translate the words relating to baptism? Now 


| this may be true, for aught that we know to 


in the cloud and in the sea,—a passage which | 


in its literal and proper sense, is totally ineon- 
sistent with the idea of tmmersion—is declared 
to be a figurative baptism; while the burial of 
the believer by baptism into death (Rom. 6: 4.) 
is to be understood literally. 


It dud not oceur, | 


perhaps, to Mr. J., that if some of the words | 


in this latter passage are to be understood lit- 
erally, then they all must be. Thus, if the 
believer is literally buried with Christ, by a 
literal baptise, be must be buried with bim 
into a literal death; in which ease, it would 
not he possible for him to be taken out of the 
water alive, 
was drowned, and dead.—'P i consideration, 
with others, has led the more judicious Baptist 
commentators to regard the baptism here 
spoken of as sptritual, wand not literal. 

Mr. J. draws an argument from the deliver- 
ance of Noah and his family, “ the like figure 
wherunto, baptism doth now save us.” L Pet. 
3:21. But the likeness here spoken of is cer- 
tainly against the idea of immersion. The 
family of Noah were not immersed in the flood, 
They rode safely upon the surface, and were 
wetted (if wetted at all) only with the rain that 
was sprinkled upon them, 

* The great storehouse of recent concessions to 
the Baptists, is Professor Stoart’s late work on Bap- 
tism. By various Baptist writers these have been 
most industriously collected and circulated, till thou- 
cands and thousands have come to know of the Pro- 
fessor’s work, and to know of it only by these con- 
ceasions. And multitedes are wrapt in wonder and 
amazement, that Mr S. does not immediately turn 
Baptist; and are expecting etery day to hear that he 
hae. Whereas, if they would reod his entire work, 
they would see that he ia a very ¢ sided Pedobaptist, 
and (in his own opinion at least) a very Consistent 
one. 


He must remein onder it till he | 





the contrary. But we have no evidence of its 
truth, beyond Mr. Jewett’s assertion;—and he 
refers to no authorities, A’ statement so re- 
markable ought to be well sustained. 

Mr. J. affirms, that if Baptizo ‘does not 
specifically and necessarily convey the idea of 
immersion, then the Greek languaye, the most 
copious of all languages, has no word for com- 
munirating that idea,” p. 55. Does he here 
mean to say, that there is, in the Greek lan- 
guage, no word, except Baptizo, which con- 





veys the iden of immersion? (Or that there is 


none which conveys itmore unambiguously and | 


exclusively ?—In either case, we have only to 
recommend to him a more careful study of bis 
Greek Lexicon. This will soon satisfy him 
that his position is quite too strong to be main- 





tained, { To be Continued.) 





Religious. 


OUR PATHER IN HEAVEN. 

The Bible insists much upon this compari- | 
son of an earthly father and our Father in 
heaven; and it echallenges the tenderest affec- | 
tions of a parent’s heart to surpass in any re- 
spect the love and care of our heavenly Father. 
— What manis there of you, whom if his 
son ask bread, will he give him a stone? or if 
he ask a fish will he give him a serpent? If} 
ve, then, being evil, know how to give good 
gifts unto your children, how much more shall 
your Father who is in heaven give good things 
to them that ask him??? Does a suffering or 
an erring child meet with assistance or compas- 
sion from bis father? * Like as a father pitieth 
hia children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear 
him.’ 

The Bible does not stop even here; the ex- 
perience of the Christian contains still richer 
If there be 
father so unnatural as to abandon his child, or | 
if death, striking a beloved futher, leaves his | 


treasures of consolation. found a 


a 


child an unprotected orphan, the arms of a 
heavenly Father are stretched out to receive 
him, to surround him with love and paternal 
eare: ‘When my father and mother forsake 
me, the Lord will take me up! Aud this as- 
surance, which David had found so blessed a 
reality when he pronounced these words, is 
the same to every soul whose confidence is in 
the Lord, Yes, | have seen the young child re- 
turningsad and dejected, after accompanying its 
father to the tomb, and have heard it ask, in 
the agony of grief—Who will now be my guide 
and support in this life of misery upon which 
I am about to enter, alone, and poor, weak, 
and without hope? And then | have seen the 
hand of'a faithtul servant of God pointing up- 
wards, while with accents of sympathy and 
tenderness he snid—* My child, remember that 
thou hast still a Father in heaven,’ and these 
words, these few words found the way to that 
young heart, and never after departed from it; 
and these few words gave a direction to the 
whole future life, by shedding over ita new 
light.—Meditations on the Lord’s prayer, and 
Discourses, by A. Bonnet. 


bas For the Boston Recorder. 


THE AMERICAN EDUCATION SOCIETY. 


The quarterly meeting of the Directors of 
the American Edueation Society, was held on 
Wednesday, the 8th of the present month. 
The usual business of the Society was trans- 
acted, and the appropriations made to bene- 
ficiaries, were ordered to be paid, under the 
direction of the Financial Committee, as soon 
us the funds of the Society will permit. In 
addition, the following vote was passed :— 

Voted, ‘That, considering the present embar- 
rassed state of the funds of this Society, and 
the difficulty of obtaining the loan of money, 
the several branches of the Society be request- 
ed to pay the appropriations, voted at the 
present quarterly meeting to beneficiaries with- 
in their respective limits. 

Appropriations were made to between 140 
and 150 beneficiaries within the Stare of Mas- 
sichusetts, amounting in all, to nearly $3,000; 
and, to pay this, there is not a single dollar in 
the treasury of the Parent Society, the appro- 
priations of the bast quarter having just been 
met, For means to pay these appropriations, 
the churches in Massachusetts are now entled 
upon, And it will fall to her to raise a 
much targer amount, as some of the branches 
will not be able to meet the appropriations, 
made to beneficiaries within their limits. 

It is presumed, that there are sufficient pe- 
ecuniary resources within the limits of most of 
the respective branches, to sustain their own 
beneficiaries, without making the least painful 
sacrifices, And like resources enough in the 
Christian community, not only completely to 
relieve the Parent Society of their present em- 
barrassment, and enable then: to accomplish 
the object which they immediately have in 
view, but greatly to enlarge the sphere of their 
benevolent operations, And will not the friends 
of the cause do this? Will they not feel the 
pressure, especially as it hears upon the sptrit- 
ual condition of men; and hasten to afford re- 
liefto the millions who are perishing for lack 
of the bread of eternal life? For what object 
so important can they appropriate money as 
to supply, as speedily as possible, the world 
with the gospel, through the medium of a well 
educated ministry’ It is the saying of that 
Saviour to his disciples, who, though he was 
rich, yet for their sakes became poor, that 
they, through his poverty, might be rich;  La- 
bor not for the meat that perisheth, but for that 
meatwhiehendureth unto everlasting life ;?—and 
* Whatsoever ye would that others should do 
unto you, do ye even so to them,” 

Let it be borne in mind, that the above ap- 
propriations for the present quarter, cannot he 
paid, and this too, in view of the distressing 
wants of the beneficiaries, unless the churches 
furnish the means. 

Epvcatton Rooms, Boston, Jan. 9, 1240 

For the Roston Recorder. 
HOME MISSIONS, 

The progress of an infant eburch in this 
State, whose foundations were latd in “ troub- 
lous times? and under many discouragements, 
is thus described in a communication from the 
pastor, to the Secretary of the Massachusetts 
Missionary Society. 

Dear Brother,—This church was organized 
February 12, 1828, with four male and twelve 
fermmale members, For more than two years 
after its organization it was without the regu- 
lar and stated uinistrations of the Word, Dur- 
ing this time no additions were made to its 
numbers, On the contrary, two of the male 
members moved out of town, and one of the 
fermules was excommunicated; so that when 
I came among them in Mareh, 1830, I found 
but thirteen members residing in the place, 
and only two of these were males, One was 
an old man of 83, who is still alive, and offiel- 
ates as deacon; the other was living on hire, 
and knew not that he here tll 
the end of the year, At that time, also, oppo- 
sition to Evangelient truth was so bitter, that 
I} was often insulted as LT walked the streets, 
and more than once our meeting house was de- 
faced by the of all) righteousness. 
Consequently, when FE aecepted a call from this 
chureh under these circumstances, and became 
their pastor with a stipulate ds thary of $450, 1 
was blamed by some of my friends for so do- 
ing. The Lord, however, has prospered us, 
and to his name be the praise. “There are now 
76 members of the church, and many others in 
the congregation may be sail to be almost per- 
suaded ty be Christians. Our house of wor- 
ship during the past season, on some Sabbaths 
has been very much crowded. Extra seats 
have been necessary to accommodate all the 
worshippers. “The open opposition which we 
formerly experienced has passed aw ay, Inso- 
much that the pastor of this church has for 
severnl years been deemed worthy of oceupy- 
ing the chair in the board of school committee. 


should remain 


enemies 


Remark. 

The foregoing sketeh—interesting in itself 
as evidence that the weapons of truth “ are 
mighty, through God, to the pulling down of 
strong bolds ’—is also instructive as showing 
the value of a permanent, compared witha 
precarious and ever changing mintsiry. Facts, 
continually occurring, preclude all reasonable 
hope of seeing a feeble church become strong, 
amid the fluctuations of a temporary supply, or 
even a rotary pastorate. ‘The strange thing 
may sometines happen, im very peculiar cire 
cumstances; but while one church is brought 
to a state of healthy and inee pendent action 
through such a course of training, there will 
be seores of others brought to the condition of 
her *Swho had suffered many things of many 
physicians, and was nothing bettered, but rath- 
er grew worse.” Such appears to have been 
the course of things in this church, during the 
first two or three years of its existence; and, 
instead of its present flourishing aspect, such 
would be the course of things still, “ without 
the regular and stated ministrations of the 
Word.” In another part of his communica. 
tion the writer suve: “Since Lhave heen here 
| have had several applications to remove to 
other and more eligible situntions, but have 





10 


—— 





not yet felt it to be my duty to leave this peo-| 
ple.” We trust that he is now duly thankful 
to that God, who, ‘ with the temptation, also 
made a way to escape.” Providence often- 
times opens before us a door, not for us to 
enter but to pass by. J.S.C. 
} 
LAST THURSDAY OF FEBRUARY. 
The above day has, for many years past, been set 
apart as a season of fasting and prayer in behalf of 
the literary institutions of this and other lands. As) 
the time is approaching, it has occurred to us that it | 
would be not only appropriate, but highly interesting | 
to those who thus sacredly consecrate this portion of 
time, to publish extracts from a letter to Dr. Cogs-| 
well from the Rev. Dr. Bates, giving an account of | 
revivals of religion in Middlebury College from the | 
commencement of its existence. The letter is to be 
published in the forthcoming number of the Ameri- 
can Quarterly Register. 
First Revival. | 
Middlebury College, as previously stated, | 
Was instituted, and put in operation, in the} 
year 1800. ‘Ihe next year was a year of the 
right hand of the Most High,” in the village 
and township of Middlebury; and many of the 
inhabitants were brought under the influence 
of divine grace; and led to embrace the offers | 


one interesting fret in relation to the missiona- 
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ry Parsons, in that revival. He eame to col- 
lege hopefully pious; and devotedly se, appa- 


of that important Quarterly having lately devolved 
his brother, William R. Peters, Esq. 


on 





rently; and one of the last men, who would 
have been thought to have oceasion for ques- 
tioning his own piety. In that revival he 
passed through a course of religious exercises, 
very much like those of an awakened, convicted 
and inquiring sinner;—gave up, for a time, his 
hope; and, though there was no contest with 
God, such as is often seen in awakened sin- 
ners, yet he manifested a most deep and 
tressing sense of sin, of the justice of God and 
his need of the prayers of Christians. If any 
thing could make a sinner feel ‘what then 
must Ibe! what must become of my soul! it 
was to see Parsons in this state of mind re- 
specting himself. He soon, however, became 
possessed of the same firm and happy hope, as 
before;—and it was probably only a season of 
the testing and shaking of bis first hope, pre- 
paratory to the refining of his Christian char- 
acter, and the more firm and settled enjoyment 
of religion.” 

In accordance with the reminiscences of my 
esteemed correspondent, [ find in the biogra- 
phy of Parsons, an extract from his private 
diary, bearing the date of November 22, 1811; 
in which he records bis feelings during this 
period of trial and doubting, and of confirma- 
tion and rejoicing in hope. As be afterward 


dis- 
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MISSIONARIES FOR SYRIA. 

A Missionary Meeting will be held at Park Street 
Charch on Sabbath evening, 19th iust preparatory to | 
the embarkation of the Rev. Messrs. Whiting, Wol- | 
cott, Keyes, and ‘Thomson and their wives, and Doct. 
Mr. and Mrs. 
Whiting are on their return, having spent 


Van Dyck, for the mission in Syria. 
number 
of years in the mission, from whence they were 


obliged to retire for a season on account of the ill 
health of Mrs. Whiting. 
7 o'clock. The company is expected to sail on 


Tuesday, 21st inst. in the Barque Emma Issadora. 
a eee 


The services commence at 


ANNUAL CONCERT IN N. YORK, 
From our Correspondent.) 


New York, Jan. 7, 1840, 
Mr. Wirxis,—You will, probably, be interested 


to know in what manner the annual Concert of Pray- 


er for the conversion of the world was observed in 


& meeting as has been advocated. A multitude, who 
had not been unmindfal of God’s holy covenant, 
were there. 


And believing that the blessings prom- 
ised to faithful Abraham, come also upon the Gentiles, 
and that the promise is as truly to their children as to 
themselves, they appeared before God and their off- 
spring with them, ‘The nature of the covenant and 
its holy seal, the rite of b iplism, were e refully ex- 
plained and illustrated to the multitude of the young 
who had received that seal. Parental godliness, in 
reference to the consecrated children, was also en- 
forced, and earnest prayers were offered by the peo- 
ple of God, that he would fulfil his glorieus covenant, 
by ** pouring his spirit upon their seed and his bles- 
sing upon their offspring,’? that thus parents and chil- 
dien might together be * blessed in Him in whom all 
the families of the earth are blessed.’? After fervent 
prayer also, in reference to that special object, ** My 
Baptism,”? 3 
nant present, and its traths urged upon their con- 
sciences and hearts, It was a solemn and deeply in- 
teresting occasion to all the saints. They felt they 
were seeking God's blessing after the manner of pa- 
tiiarehs and prophets, apostles, and all the ancient 


saints, bringing their offspring with them be 


} could not be well dise 





Was given to all the children of the cove- | 


fore him, | 


itaries of their dogmas and authority, the only true 


and unblemished church of Christ 
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Tokens for —* In spite of the efforts of the 


bigoted hierarchy, a spirit of enquiry begtus to gain 


ground among the people.’? The natives and digni- 


tories of the chureh 


ure engaged itroversies, 


which throw light Upon many important points th 
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the translation and unrestri reading of 


| tures have been attacked on one hand, they have been 


as warmly defended on the other. The number of Bi- 


ble readers has been yastly inereased, within a fi 
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years, and the desire of an ac quaintance with the Bi- 
ble is increasing 

Patras.—During about three and a half months of 
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the last year, O04 volumes of different parts of Scrip- 
tures were distributed beside 314.381 pages of reli- 
gious tracts. At the close of 1826 only 100 copies 
of the New Testament had been disposed of to * in- 
teresting applicants,’ and this made the heart of the 
The of 
highly encouraging, especially as much eare is taken 
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exhibited so elevated a Christian character, 
and was called to act so conspicuous a part, us 
& pioneer in a new missionary field, Leannot 
forbear to transcribe a portion of that interest- 
ing history of deep experience; hoping, that it 
may afford instruction to others, who may 
fall “under the hidings of God’s face.” or 
whom he may be preparing, by severe disci- 
pline, for some lofty enterprise: —" The revi- 
val of religion in this college. commenced about 
the beginning of September. For several 
months previously to this blessed work, my 
mind was in darkness, and at times in much 


of merey, and devote themselves to the service this city. 
of God. But I find no evidence, that the few 
members of college were, at all, interested in 
the work. But in the years 1805 and 1806, 
Middlebury was again visited in merey, A 
revival commenced in September, 1805, and 
continued through the winter and spring of 
the year 1806, with little interruption and con- 
siderable power. In this work, especially to- 
wards its close, the members of college partici- 
pated, and enjoyed a share of its blessed influ- 
ences. [Tam not able, however, to furnish any 
Particular statement concerning its character;| 
as I have failed to obtain letters from those, | distress, 


Several chorches were open on the morn- who has promised to be ** their God and the God of 


their seed.’’ 
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Rev, Dr. Patton made a statement of the object of | “ ¥e%, and will rejoice."’ Infant consecration gives a | Hives in their own tongue, Four pious and qualified | the end the Pestament 


who were then members of the institution. | 
From other sources I learn simply the general 
facts, that several students were deeply serious, 
and reckoned among the converts; aud that 
two or three, who have since done much for 
their country and the chureh of God, were 
among the acknowledged subjects of the work. 
Second, Third and Fourth Revivals. 

I place the three (or, as some distinguish 
and reckon them, the four) revivals, which oc- 
curred during the short period between the au- 
tumn of 1809 and the summer of 1814, under 
one head; heeause they followed each other in | 
quick, and almost continuous succession. This | 
was a period of great interest both in the vil-| 
lage and in the college; and through the in-| 
strumentality of those, who were then men-| 
bers of the institution, it proved to be of im- 
mense importance to the ehureh and the hea- 
then world.—Concerning the latter portion of] 
this period, a graduate of 1814 thus writes:— 
©The revivals, which oecurred during my | 
connection with the college, were much the 





same as those which are so often witnessed in 
the towns and villages and colleges of highly | 
favored New England; and whieh, | trust and! 
hope and pray, are ere long to be witnessed, in| 
every region of the globe. The first was in 
the year 1811. It was a powerful and blessed 
work of the Holy Spirit of God. This was 
too manifest, at the time, to be denied even by 
the most skeptical and hardened of those, who 
were, and continued to be, unconverted. With 
many others, who like myself had been living 
Without hope and without God in the world, | 
experienced, at that time, wholly unsought and | 
unexpected by myself, a great and wonderful | 
change, like that described in Ser ipture, when) 
“a man is born again, and becomes ‘a new 
crealturein Christ Jesus” The nature and ecir- 
cumstances of this change were such, as com- 
pelled me to believe it could have proceeded 
from no other souree, than the Author of all 
good. ‘Pwenty-eight years have now elapsed; 
and my conviction is, if possible, still stronger | 
that it was—it must have been the work of 
God’s grace, for which many immortal souls 
will bless his holy name for ever.” | 
Another graduate of the same elass, 
residence in Middlebury, as a member of the 
acadeny and of the ‘college, the 
whole period from 1809 to 1814, in answer to! 
my letter of inquiry, thus writes: — Dear Sir, 
your inquiry of me, respecting the revivals ot 
religion in) Middlebury College, during my 
residence there, sent my thoughts back to sea- 
sons and scenes, which | have often recollected 
with peculiar interest—with painful interest 
also, as seasons poorly improved to my own 
spiritual good, For it was not till my junios 
vear, that | became possessed of the Christian 
hope. ‘The of those 
however, which preceded my own supposed 


whose 


embraces 


recollections seasons, 
conversion, | hope, have proved of some profit 
to me, 

©" While T was in the Academy in Middlebu- 
ry, in the fall and winter of 1809—10, there 
Was a very powerful revival in the town, which 
Was shared in by the college. 1 the 
mingling of the students with the inhabitants 
of the town, in the meetings of that revival 
Pious students took part in them, and contri- 
buted to render them interesting. Unconverte: 
inembers of the college also attended with 
them. But the interest, with which Christians 
in town regarded the cases of awakened mem- 
bers of college, was of peculiar tenderness anil 
strength. Ldoubt whether there ever has been 
an instance, in which the feelings of Christian! 
inhabitants of any town toward a college in it, 
were more like those of a parent, in time of | 
revival, than those of the good people in Mid- 
dlebary.” } 

“In the years 1811 and 12, if IT recollect 
right,” continues my correspondent, there 
Was another revival in college, connected with 
one in the town. My recollections of it are,! 
that it was a work of deep solemnity and pow-| 
er; of pungent convictions and ds ep distress; 


re colle ct 


and of great earnestness, activity, prayerful- 
ness, and anxious wrestling for souls, on the 
part of the pious students. T can testify, as 
one then in an unconverted state, that the man-! 
ner in which Christian studerts lived, talked, 
prayed, and addressed sinners in conference! 
meetings, was such as to give emphasis to the 
text, ‘ There is no peace to the wicked.’ Every | 
thing was kind: and ad ipted to win, if posst-| 
ble, upon the feelings of those of us, who were | 
in an unconverted state; and also such, as to! 
make us feel, that they had a deep and over-! 
whelming sense of the solemnity of eternal 
things; the preciousness of souls; the guilt and 
danger of the condition of their unconverted 
fellow students, Fisk and Parsons, since mis-| 
sionaries to the Holy Land, and gone to their 
reward; and Mr. Ebenezer Weeks, who died 
that spring, U think; were in the revival, as! 
Christians of some age and experience in the} 
Christian life; and were active in the revival. | 
Their spirit of devout piety, their fervency,; 
their sound Christian judgment, in counselling | 
and exhorting the unconverted in college, were 
peculiar, 
sed them. 


I have never seen men who surpas- 
And so far as human instrumental- 
ity is concerned, in giving character to a revi- 
val, they had a bh ippy share inthatone. | 
have a very clear and vivid recollection of the 
meetings held in college, in’ that revival, |! 
There was nothing of bustle and parade; all} 
was still and solemn as eternity, One particu- 
lar room, used for senior recitations I think, in} 
the old college building, | remember as the 
scene of some of the meetings; and of which it 
might have been said—for it was apparently 
felt— how dreadful is this place? It seemed! 
to be felt, that God was there. Pi iin, solemn, | 
and frequently awful TRUTH was set forth, in| 
the addresses of the pious students. The ex.| 
citement produced was entirely that, whieh 
came of the clear and faithful setting forth of 
Bible truth, accompanied by the Holy Spirit.” 
It is added in the same letter: “There was 


I was often convinced, that my hope | 
was only the hope of the hypocrite; and that, 
notwithstanding the public profession T had 
made of my fuith in the Redeemer, [should at 
last come short of eternal life. My reasons 
for this conclusion were the following; my 
hope did not afford consolation; prayer was 
not refreshing and spiritual; religious conver- | 
sation Was no more interesting, than conversa- 
tion upon things of the world. If Lam a child | 
of God, why is it thus with me? During all 
this time, I believe, the Spirit of God was 
striving with me. and preparing me fora more 
thorough knowledge of my ownheart. When 
the revival commenced, LP said, now this ques- 
tion must be decided. 7 cannot live in this 
state of anxious uncertainty. | must have 
more evidence of piety, or live without hope.” 
—After relating his conversations with pious 
friends and alluding to their prayers and syn 
pathies for him, he adds:—* During the two 
succeeding weeks, | walked in thick darkness: 
surely it was the darkness of the shadow of 
death. I read the promises to the penitent; 
but could not apply them to myself. There 
was nothing in the Bible to heal omy wounded 
spirit. How readily would T have given the 
world, were it in my possession, for that pe 
which God giveth to his children.’—After 
cording again the effeet of 
exhort ition on his mind, he procer Is :- “Ty 
this situation | eontinued until Sabbath morn- 
ing, November lIth—a morning, whieh T shall 
ever as the happiest of mv dite. At- 
ter prayers in the chapel, | took ms Bible, and 
retired to a grove west of the colle ve, Drecol- 
lect distinetly the impression on omy mined, 
while | walked to the grove, that it was the 
last attempt; ‘if unsuccessful now. Lean do ne 
more.’ This pass of Seripture s fixed 
mm omy mind, ‘O Israel. thou bast destroyed 
thyself? My past abused privileges, my unho- 
ly pravers, inv opposition to a holvw God. were 
setin array | and Psaw the wieked- 
ness of my whole life, as clearly asl sow the 
sun which shone up I believe, Lhad no 
doubt, that | was a vessel of wrath, fitted for 
destruction. Wearied distressed, | sat 
down upon a log, and ec 
ries of hell. My thoughts were 
W certain; vou did 
but you will hope ore, \¥ 
just. O miseral l 
to repent; but 
not relent.’ 
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beauty, n , Which are 
Jee stis reve tleal hitn- 
ieee 2 O DUN I dedicate 

all: tlesiring to be de- 
voted to hin, while Premain in the flesh: and 
to he acer pred of him, when | puss the s ley 
of the shadow of death, lo Go l.the F ither, 
Son and Holy Ghost, be blessing, and glory, 
and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honor, and 
power, for ever, Amen."—In view of this 
record of experience, the hiographe rot Mr. 
Parsons makes the following statement and re- 
mark:— During the period under considera 
tion, Mr. Parsons supposed that he had ever 
before been a stranger to vital godliness. But 
on farther examination of bis heart and more 
mature reflection, he was on the whole rather | 
inclined to think otherwise. Whether he was, 
or Was not. a true hehever before: this Was 
eminently a new ern in his Christian life: and 

he now received an impulse in religion, which 

he never lost.” 


With regard to the revival of 1814, [have | 
referred to the same source of infor nations and | 
find in Mr. Parsons’ diary, under date of May | 
30, 1514, the following minute:—* Prayer 
meeting in ny room; delightful serson: sin- 
ners tremble, saints rejoice, God is present of 
atruth. A few begin to hope.’—As furnish- 
ing the best description of the character and 
extent of this work, [I quore from a letter, 
Written June 24, by the same devoted servant 
of Christ to the Rev. Moses Hallock of Plain- 
field, Ms.:—* The present is a solemn period, 
God is pleased in his mysterious providence, 
to visit this seminary again by the effusions of 
his Holy Spirit. The work commenced about 
four weeks since. Four young gentlemen of 
promising talents, who had been long regard- 
less of God and their own salvation. are now 
proclaiming their Maker’s praises. Thousands | 
may be brought to glory 
mentality of these young perhaps, 
many perishing heathen . Some of | 
those very individuals, who were most active | 
in wickedness, now ery for merey. God has | 
smiled upon the institution in a peculiar man. 
ner. This is the fourth revival, that 1 have 
witnessed here. In the senior class, twenty- 
five are hopefully pious; in the freshman, all 
but four. ‘Not unto us, O Lord; not unto us: 
but unto thy name be all the glory” 

The number of new converts in these three. 
(or if, with Mr. Parsons, we consider that 
of 1811 and 1812 as two distinet works) 
these four revivals cannot now very 
rately ascertained, They seem all to have 
been solemn and interesting works; and two of 
them, at least, very powerful in their opera- 
tion and happy in their results. 
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The Rev. Dr. Peters of New York, has accepted 
the perfectly unanimous call of the Fifth Presbyte- 
The 
Dr. still continues in the editorial department of the 
Biblical Repository, the owner-ship and secolar cares 


rian church in Brooklyn to become their pastor. 


| an address from the Rev 


| afler which was another prayer, by the Rev. Mr. No- 


| mindful of it 


| associations of * Pedo-baptism ;*" 


| and from such a quarter in favor of the book, and 


the meeting; referring to the effects of past seasons 
of the same kind on ourselves, and on distant missions 
He was followed with prayer by Rev. Mr Epees, of 
the tenth Presbyterian Charch. Next in order was 
A. D. Smith, on the Serip- 
tural Duty of Prayer for the world’s conversion: 
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We rece nily urged the placing of that very affee 
tionate and solemn appeal to the children of the cov. | 
enant, **My Baptism,’ in the hands of every bap- | 
child We 
conviction that a public meeting of the church and | 
apy 
it practical advantage in connection 
“My Bay tiem.’ We are glad the | 
Christian Watchman (Baptist) copied our proposal 
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tor’s kindness in quoting us, by quoting bis own opin- 
ion of the value of sacha meeting. * Now there | 
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posed above, would have an imposing effect on the 
mind of a child, and might through the sentiment of 
reverence and the propensity of attachment awaken | 
and strengthen a (bigoted partiality for the forms and 
that’s 
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we say rather) a devout regard for that blessed cove: | 


nant whose obligations are most sols mn, and whose | 


blessings are most precious to “ the seed of the bles- 
aed of .he Lord and their offspring with them.’’ 
We are glad too, to see the Editor affirm concern 


ing ** My Baptism,” that ‘all the tender sensibili- 
ties of the mother are addressed and skilfu 
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in favor of the writer's aim.’ } 


With such Opinions, 
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cannot but again, and with fresh zeal, commend our 


| the influence of the public meeting referred to, 


| former proposal to those who believe that «the 
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| promise is unto them and unto their children.”’ 
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Ma. Wits. The following lines were written on the late 
stormy Sabbath evening, instead of attending a third service, 
ae is my practice. If they will serve to fill a corner in the 
Recorder, in a dearth of better matter, Tehall be abundantly 
rewarded for c pyiug them. 


THE PASTOR'S PRAYER FOR HIS FLOCK. 


© Thou great Shepherd of the fold, 
Whose eye a prayerful heart Can scan, 
The wandering sheep aud lambs behold, 
Whose pity weeps o'er bleeding man j;— 
Thou Mighty Ove enthroned on high, 
Whose bosom swells for human care, 
Who to our world in love didst fly, 
Hear thou in heaven a Pastor's prayer. 
Look first upon thy chosen few, 

Their wanderings check, their sins forgive, 
Their coldness warm, their wills subdue, 
Their graces prove, their hearts revive. 
Those stupid ones, whose hearts ne'er feel 
In view of sin or thy dear blood, 

Awake to sense, their sins reveal, 

And make them prize the love of God. 
On the poor sinner turn thine eye, 
Whose anxious heart inquires for life, 
Show him a bleeding Saviour nigh, 

And end his painful, dying strife. 

And look in love upon these lamba, 

Too young to see their danger near, 
Take thein in safety in thine arms, 

And keep them there, forever dear, 
Then look upon yon aged friend, 

Whose head has blossomed for the grave; 
Ilis pence preserve, his steps attend, 

Ilis heart tinprove, his spirit save. 
Behold our men in middle age; 

Their thoughts arrest, t.eir minds inspire, 
Their hands employ, their hearts engage 
In riches which shall never tire. 

Our youth, o'er whom we shed the tear 
Of love, lead them from sin to God ; 
With love to thee their hearts inspire, 
And to their sins apply thy blood, 

Our babes, sweet pledges of our love, 
Tu thy safe bosom, Lord, we place: 
From them all iil and death rem <e, 
Aud make them trophies o: thy grace. 

O Thou Almighty Saviour, Friend ! 
From this our prayer turn not away, 
To these our many wants attend, 

And turn our darkness into day. 

*So we thy power to save shall see,’ 
Thy love to men will sing agnin, 

Then will we give our thanks to thee, 
And join a long and loud Amen. 





Cause of Freedom. 


From the Christian Watchman. 


Abolition of Slavery in the French Colonies. 
The article which follows is tn extract from a Re- 
port, presented to the French Chamber of Deputies, 
on the subject of the Abolition of Slavery inthe Colo- 
nies. It wasdrawnup by Monsieur de Tocqueville, 
well known in this couutry asthe author of the work 
on Democracyin America. Asa candid and enlight- 
ened view of several of the topics connected with 
slavery, the Report will hardly fail of securing the 
interested attention of most readers. But while this 
is said, itis by no means believed, that every par- 
ticular observation of the reporter is wholly beyoud 
dispute, or that if true in respect to the colonies of 
France, it is fully applicable to the state of slavery 
in the United States. We translate the article from 
a Paris paper, le Semeur, of October 16, 1839. 
TRANSLATOR. 
The greater part of those who have, hitherto, 
treated of slavery, have aimed either to point out 
its injustice, or to mitigate its rigor. The com- 


. . . ' 
mittee, in whose belialt ] have the honor to speak, 


have, from the very first, acknowledged that their 
business is at once more simple and more com- 
prehensive. 

Some have maintained that negro-siavery has 
its foundation and justification in nature itself. 
The slave trade has been styled a benefit to the 
unfortunate race who have been exposed to it, 
and the slave pronounced more happy in the 


tranquil peace of servitude, than in the midst of 


the agitations and struggles belonging to a state 
of independence. Your Committee, thanks to 
God! are not called to retute these false and 
odious doctrines. Europe lias long since stignia- 
tized them; they cannot serve the cause of the 
colonies, and can ouly injure the planters who 
may yet protess ther. 

Nor is it any more the duty of the committee 
to prove that slavery can, and will one day, cor 
toanend. This is, at present, a truth univer- 
sally admitted, and which the owners of slaves 
themselves do not deny. The question which 


occupies us has then passed from the sphere of 


theory and speculation, and taken its place among 
the practical political matters of the day. The 
inquiry is not whether slavery is an evil, and 
ought to come to an end; but when, and how, 
it may be best abolished. 

Those, who, while they admit that slavery 


cannot last always, wish to put off the period of 


emancipation, say that* betore breaking the fet- 
ters of the negroes, we must prepare them for 
independence. At present, the blacks are al- 


most entirely strangers to the salutary bonds of 


marriage ; they are dissolute, indolent, and im- 
yrovident ; they are, in several respects, more 
Fike depraved children, than like men. The 
truths of Christianity are almost unknown to 
them, and of the morality of the gospel their in- 
formation is merely nominal. Give them an 
enlightened religion, correct their morals, place 
then in the family relation, enlarge and strength- 
en their understanding, so that they may form 
the idea and acquire a foresight of the tuture ; 
after you have done all this, you may set them 
free without fear.’ 

This is true ; bat if all these preparations can- 
not be made so long as they are slaves, to insist 
on their being made before slavery ceases, is the 
same thing as to declare that it shall never cease. 
To seck to give a slave the opinions, the habits 
and the morsls of a freeman, is to condemn him 
always to remain a slave. Because we have 
rendered him unfit for freedom, can we forever 
refuse him and his descendants the right to enjoy 
it ? 

It is true that the conjugal union is almost un- 
known among the slaves of our colonies. 
also true that our colonial 
favored, so far as they should, marriage among 
the blacks. Justice, however, requires us to say, 
that some masters have, by their private author- 
ity, sought to do what the Iw has not done. 
But this salutary influence has, for the most part, 
failed, and stil) fail, to reach the negro. 

There exists, in fact, a deep and natural anti- 
pathy between the institution of marriage and 
that of slavery. No man marries, when itis out 
of his power ever to exercise conjugal authority ; 
when his children must be born his equals, and 
be doomed to the same 
when, unable to control in any way his own lot, 
he is precluded alike from the duties, the rights, 
the hopes and the cares, which belong to a fa- 
ther. 
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instiiutions have not 


which prompts a free man to contract a lawful 








| 


| 
| 


miseries as himself ;, 


It is easy to see, that almost every thing, | 


marriage, is Wanting to the slave. simply because , 
heisasiave. The particular expedients, to which | 


the legislator or the master may have recourse, 
to excite him to do what slavery keeps him from 
desiring, will then always be unavailing. 

The same remark may be applied to the other 
parts of the objection. 

How will you enlighten and strengthen the 
reason of a man, so long as you retain him in a 
state in which it is useless, and might become 
injurious for him to reason ? 
be seriously entertained. 
vain to seek to make a laborer diligent and ac- 
tive, who is forced te work without pay; and it 
is a puerile effort to try to give the spirit of or- 


The idea cannot 


It is, in like manner, | 
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der and habits of foresight to one, who has no 
control over his own lot, and whose prospects 
for the future are at the disposal of another. 

It is not always possible to convey [an ade- 
—_ amount of] religious knowledge even to 

@ slave, and it can scarcely ever impress him, 
unless in a very superficial manner. 

All who have had occasion to live in our col- 
onies agree in saying, that the negroes there are 
quite disposed to receive and retain religious in- 
struction. “The negroes are anxious for reli- 

ious instruction,” says the Governor General of 
Rartinieve, in one of his last reports. 

Still it appears certain, that these same ne- 
groes have, as yet, formed but very obscure and 
loose ideas on the subject of religion. ‘This may 
be attributed, in part, to the small number of 
priests who reside in the colonies, to the little 
zeal of some among them, and to the habitual 
indifference of the masters on this point. But 
these it must not be concealed, are only second- 
ary causes ; the primary cause is slavery itself. 
This is easily understood and explained by what 
precedes. 

In several of the countries, into which the 
Europeans have introduced slavery, the masters 
have always been opposed, either openly or se- 
cretly, to having the gospel preached in the hear- 
ing of the slave. 

Christianity is a religion for free men, and the 
masters fear, lest its introduction among their 
slaves, should awaken in them some of the in- 
stincts of freedom. 

When, on the other hand, the masters have 
called the priest to the aid of order, and have 
themselves introduced him among their slaves, 
the priest has had little authority, because, in the 
view of the slave, he was only the substitute of the 
master, and the sanctifier of slavery. In the 
first case, the negroes were unable, in the se- 
cond, they were unwilling to receive religious 
instruction. 

Besides, how is it possible to succeed in giv- 
ing elevation and purity to the purposes of one, 
who does not tvel himself responsible for his own 
actions? How will you awaken the sentiment 
of moral dignity in him, who, in his own estima- 
tion, is nothing? It will always be extremely 
difficult, whatever may be the amount ot effort, 
to give the idea of an enlightened and spiritual 
religion to a slave, whose life is incessantly spent 
in rude toil, and who is naturally and invincibly 
plunged into ignorance, by the very circumstan- 
ces of his condition. We cannot make the mo- 
rals of a man pure, while the chief attractions of 
the conjugal union are unknown to him, and he 
can see in marriage only a form of servitude pe- 
culiar to slavery. 

In the greater part of slave-countries, as care- 
ful observation will show, the negro is either en- 
tirely indifferent to the truths of religion, or makes 
of Christianity a gross and fanatical superstition. 

It seems then little reasonable to believe, that 
the vices, Which slavery naturally and necessa- 
rily engenders, can be suecesstully destroyed 
while slavery lasts. ‘The thing is without any 
example in history. Nothing but the enjoyment 











of liberty—of liberty long restrained and direct- 
ed by an energetic and temperate authority—can 
suggest and inspire the opinions, the virtues and 
the habits, which belong to the citizen of a tree 
country. The period following the abolition | 
oft slavery has always been one of some social | 
agitation and conflict. This evil is inevitable ;| 
we must resolve to bear it, or perpetuate slavery. | 

Your committee, gentlemen, believe, that all | 
the means which could be used to prepare the 
negroes for emancipation, would be of very slow | 
operation, and have but a very contined utility. 
They have theretore thought that little could be 
gained by waiting, and have inquired if there 
were not danger in doing so. 

Slavery is one of those institutions which last | 
a thousand years, if no one sets himself to ask, 
why it exists; but which it is impossible to 
maintain, when once this demand is made. 

If we consider what is passing in France, it 
seems evident, that in the present state of the 
national mind, and after the question of emanci- 
pation has, in several instances, been brought 
before the Chambers, the government will not 
long be able to resist the pressure of public 
opinion on this point, but will be forced, at no 
distant period, to put an end, either directly, or 
indirectly, to slavery. If, on the other hand, we 
look to the state of the colonies, we are led to 
believe, that trom regard to their own interest 
even, slavery rntst, very soon, be abolished. 

It is impossible, to study, with attention, the 
numerous documents which have been put into 
the hands of the committee, without perceiving 
that the idea of the abolition of slavery is pre- 
sent to the minds of all in the The 
approach of this great social change, the natural 
fears and the lawtul hopes whieh it 


colonies. 


inspires, pen- 
etrate all bosoms, and produce deep agitation. 

The events in the English colonies which sur- 
round our own, what is every year said and done 
in the mother country, What passes in our own 
islands themselves, where, within eight years, 
34,000 blacks have been liberated—all proclaim 
to the planters, that slavery must ere long cease. 

“Emancipation,” say the privy ot 
Guadeloupe, | Dec. 26, 1838, 
come inevitable, not only beeause of the efforts 
attempted by the abolitionists, but as a con- 
sequence of the topographical position of our 
islands, and of their vicinity to the English col- | 
ones, 


Couneil 


The Governor of Guadeloupe, in his report of 
December 25, 1838, speaking of the extraordina- 
ry meeting of the Colonial Council, says: 
sort of panic On Liais occasion Went abroad into 
the country; a report was cireulated, that the 
slaves were resolved to take their liberty by 
open force, unless it should be granted them by 
the first of January. Although nothing has oec- 
curred to justity these alarms, it is yet certain 
that the idea of an approaching emancipation 
pervades and excites the slave population.” 

It is easy to see that such a situation is full of 
peril, and traught with a part of the mischiets 
which the destruction of slavery is liable to pro- 
duce, while it none of the advantages 
Which may fairly be hoped froin libe rty. It is 
no longer a stable and regular order of things; 
but a transitory and unsettled state, the com- 
mencement of the revolution which some would 
wish to linder. 


conters 


The planter, who sees this inevitable revolu- 
ton every day drawing nearer, has no certain 
prospert for the future, and consequently 


ho 
forecast. 


He engages in no new enterprises, be- 
cause he is not sure of reaping the fruit of them. 
He improves nothing, because he is confident in 
respect to nothing. He husbands badly what 
he is not certain of always possessing. Uncer- 
tainty in respect to their approaching destinies 
presses with an immense 
weight. It spreads discouragement and checks 
the spirit of intelligent enterprise. 

It is to this cause, in part, that we 
ute the pecuniary embarrassment now felt in 
our colonies. Lands and are without 
buyers, because there is no certain prospect for 
proprietors and The same effects were, 
moreover, ianitest in the greater part of the 
English colonies, during the period immediate- | 
ly preceding the abolition of slavery. Of this | 
we may be convinced by re aiding the discussions 
in the English Parliament in the session of 1838. 

This state of things, if greatly prolonged, 
would ruin the whites, and leave little hope of| 
our ever coming, peaceably and happily, to the | 
liberation of the blacks. 

In this gradual and involuntary relaxation of 
the bands of slavery, the negro accustoms him- 
self, by little and little, to the idea of being fear- | 
ed, and attributes to the terror which he inspires, | 
whatever is dohe by the philanthropic in his fa-} 
vor. He becomes a bad slave, without acquir- | 
ing av of the virtues of a freeman, and loses | 
the habits of obedience and respect, of which| 
the magistrate will have need to avail himself, | 
when the authority of the master shall be abol-| 
ished. 

“ The negroes of the tAntilles,” say the latest 


and best accredited reports, “ leave their huts al- 


upon the colonies 


must attrib- 
slaves 


nasters, 


“has henceforth be- | 


most every night, for the purpose of roaming. 
abroad and giving themselves up to debauchery. | 
It is also during this liberty of night, that they 
steal, traffic in contraband goods, and hold un- 
lawful meetings. When morning comes, — 
are exhausted, and unfit for labor. If you as 
the planters why they grant this liberty, so 
hurtiul to their slaves, they reply that it is out of 
their power to deprive them of it. In fact, when 
the master requires of his slaves any thing else 
than they are accustomed to perform, the slaves 
oppose him, at first, by indolence, and if he still 
insist, they reply by poisoning his cattle. The 
apprehension of this is great in the colonies, and 
in this way the slave controls his master. 

This species of terror is especially prevalent 
in Martinique. The committee have seen a re- 
port of the Governor of Martinique, dated March 
15, 1839, in which this functionary attributes, in 
part, to the fear in question, the indifference felt 
by the a in respect to the raising of cat- 
tle. “The breeding of cattle,” says he, “ is dis- 
couraged by poison.” : 

Humanity and morality have often, and some- 
times, perhaps, imprudently, demanded the abo- 
lition of slavery. At the present time, a politi- 
cal necessity imposes this abolition. 

ITLL REIT, 
For the Bosion Recorder. 

Mr. Editor, Sir,—Will you have the good- 
ness to give the following communication a 
place in your paper? 

Ata meeting of the Congregational church 
in Georgetown, held Jan. 2, 1840, for the pur- 
pose of discussing the subject of slavery, and | 
to pass such Resolutions as they might think 
proper, the following Preamble and Resolu- 
tions were adopted :-- 

Believing that the holding of inoffensive peo- 
ple in bondage is 1 violation of the law of God, 
and a cruel infringement of their natural rights; 
that it is utterly repugnant to the principles of 
true republicanism, and detrimental to the na- 
tional welfare; in short, that it is a erime of 














the deepest dye, and of very pernicious ten- 
dency, calculated to call down the judgments | 
of heaven upon our land, and believing it to} 
be the duty of the church of Christ to manifest | 
their utter abhorrence of the erime and sin of | 
slavery, and of doing what is in their power to 
bring it to a speedy end, and not to be parta- 
kers of other men’s sins, therefore, 

Resolved, That we, as a branch of that 
church, feel ourselves called upon to bear our | 
united and solemn testimony against this sin, | 
in all its forms; feeling that in the neglect of | 
this duty, we at the last day shall incur the} 
displeasure of Him, who bas said, © inasmuch | 
as ye did it not unto one of the least of these, | 
my brethren, ye did it not to me,” and that it! 
is a Christian duty which we owe to the op-| 
pressor, thus to reprove him for his heaven-| 
daring erime. 

Resolved, In view of the light that is shed | 
upon the path of the Christian at the present} 
day, that itis a sin for us as a church, and we 
will not hold fellowship or communion with 
any one who elaims the right to bold his fellow 
heings as property, 

Resolved, ‘Vhat we feel it to bea sin and a! 
reproach to the cause of Christ for any one 
hearing his name, to connive at, or apologize 
for the sin of American slavery. 

Daniet Parmer, See. pro tem, 

Georgelown, Mass., Janu. 4, 1840 





Miscellany. 


For the Boaton Recorder. 
PRAYERS, rs. PARTY SPIRIT, 
Extract from a sermon delivered in 1831, by the 
late Dr. Porter, of Andover, 

“Prayers for rulers tend to prevent the 
prevalence, or to diminish the mischiefs of 
party spirit. Just so fur as a genuine Chris- 
tian patriotism prevails, it will diffuse ao spirit 
of candor, integrity and good will, through a 
community, instead of suspicion, cabal and 
wrathful exestement. Every wise man in our 
country is fully aware how much the sanetify- 
ing influence of such a patriotism is needed 
among us, 

The great men who framed our national eon- 
stitution hod seen the Inseribed on 
the puge of history, “ Factions is THE GRAVE 
or Reecsiics.” ‘To guard against this one 
dlanger, their anxious pree ations were chiefly 
directed ino the testranmea%: itself And the 
wisest of these worthies, having conducted the 
ship of state through an eight years’ arduous 
and perilous excitement, resigned the helm 
into otber hands, most evidently with solemn 
presentiments tuat the best hopes of this gov- 
ernment are liable to be dashed in) some tem- 
pest of popular To this port the 
eves of our fost keen-sighted statesmen Were 
directed, and that with anutterable solicitude, 
during the first years of this mormentous ex per- 
iment, 


warning 


Passion, 


And one among the most sagacious of 
these, sant of that period, * The peace of 
America hung by a thread, and faetions were 
sharpening their weapons to cut it.” 

But why are free governments exposed to 
Be- 
Cause this ts the instrument by whieh the worst 
en aim te accomplish their purposes, To 
subserve their own ambitious designs, they 
Wish to promote populiur ignorance 1 


calamities so fearful, from party spirit? 


i ral credu- 
lity, since enlightened citizens are not easily 
made the dupes of flattery and falsehood, 
They wish to prostrate the barriers of con- 
science, and to sink their own level the 
standard of public sentiment and public mor- 
als, * 


to 


To further these views, they corrupt the 
press, destroy confidence in public sourees of 
information, controvert established principles, 
asperse men of integrity,—in sbert, hold al 

to be lawful which will aid their 
advancement. With such unprincipled 
positions itis an object of unceasing effort to 
frustrate all sober remonstrances against their 
own measures, and especially to assail the mo- 
tives, and decry the influence of religious men. 
Under their management freedom of eleetion 
becomes a“ faree. 


measures 
owl 


The rights of private opin- 
ion in voters, consist in obeying the will of 
their leaders, and marching lke feudal slaves 
in the ranks of a party, What is right, what 
does the public good require, is mot the ques- 
tion; but, what has the parly decided?) What 
does the integrily of the parly require? 

When such men obtain power, they deal 
out proscription and vengeance on their oppo- 
nents. It is with a mingled sentiment of re- 
spect and detestation, that [ always think of 
Cesar. In the full career of prosperous aie 
bition, and amid bis triumphs over the liber- 
ties of his country, Cesar was magnanimous. 

When Pompey was vanquished and behead- 
ed at the battle of Pharsalia, he took the sig- 
net of that general and wept. ‘The statues of 
his rival, which had been thrown down, he or- 
dered to be restored; and the soldiers who 
had borne arms against himself, instead of 
punishing, he forgave and honored with his fa- 
vor. Inthis way he assuage instead of in- 
flaming party animosities. But when success- 
ful aspirants to office, strangers even to a dig- 
nified ambition, cherish a rancorous hostility 
towards opponents, and lavish their confidence 
and rewards upon sycophants, at the public 
expense, the nation is inflamed with malignant 
passions, perhaps convulsed to its centre. 

Weak and visionary men, entrusted with 
power, or rash unprincipled men, m iy se em- 
barrass publie affairs by wantef skiller hon- 
esty, as to render violent excitement unavaila- 
ble. In such a case, the prosperity of a coun- 
try perverted, becomes its curse. It arms fel- 
low citizens with a more fatal power of war- 
ring on each other; it facilitetes the almost in- 
stantaneous transmission of impulse by the 
press, over the whole land. ‘Thus by artfal 
lemagognes the passions of the people may be 
blown up to fame and outrage, “and phrensy 
be left to finish what folly began.” Experi- 
ence may utter her warnings with truuipet 
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tongue, but her voice is not loud enough to be 
heard, aiid the general uproar. ‘The eloquent 
writer whom I lately quoted, says, ‘* He who 
expects to disperse a mob of a thousand men 
by ten thousand arguments, has certainly 
never been in one. A mob government isa 
Briareus, with a thousand hands, each bearing 
a dagger, It is a Cerberus, gaping with ten 
thousand throats, all parched and thirsting for 
blood. It is a hurricane that strews the earth 
with ruins, and turns the sky yellow with pes- 
tilence. It is an earthquake that loosens foun- 
dations, burying in au hour the accumulated 
wealth and wisdom of ages.” 

Thus have all republics before our own per- 
ished. And is there no redeeming power that 
cau preserve this one republic from the com- 
mon grave of popular governments? Yes, 
God can preserve it. ‘The God in whom our 
fathers trusted can interpose, in answer to the 
prayers of his people, and shield us from 
threatening calamities. He can turn the hearts 
of rulers at his pleasure; can allay the fierce- 
ness of political strife; can prevent the hurri- 
cane and the eurthquake;—or say to the tem- 
pest in all its fury, ‘ Peace, be still.” 

wees 
THE SABBATH, 

The Sabbath is appointed by Jenovan. 
Viewed simply as a commandment, and with- 
out any reference to its intentions and its fruits, 
where are the words by which to express the 
hardihood of whieh we shall be guilty, if we 
resist his will? Has he oot the power fearful- 
ly to avenge himself on our rebellion? Do we 
presume to defy the onmipotent to arms? Are 
there not a multitude of motives derived from 
fear, love, and gratitude, that should co-oper- 
ate with force irresistible in constraining us to 
obey the coumandment?  Ttis one of the ten 
appointments that were given forth amid the 
terrible thunderings of Sinai; was not the ori- 
gin of the institution great and portentous? 
It was ordained with a view to commemorate 
the mighty work of the creation of an universe, 
and the rest which followed it. Is not the 
event which it is designed to bring up to mind 
remarkable, and well worthy to be remember- 
ed? It was appointed in order that man and 
beast might rest from their labors, and recruit 
their exhausted energies for the toils of another 
week. 

Is there not wisdom and mercy observable 
in this provision, is it not good in the Lord to 


appoint a rest, is it not needful for man that | 


he should acquiesce in the institution? 
named the Lord's day. 
nity in the title, that should arouse feelings of 
reverence and godly fear? It is but one day 
in seven. He who assigns us six days for the 
exercise of our callings, has not he more than 
a right to demand that the seventh should be 
scrupulously set apart, and devoutly conse- 
crated to the duties of the sanctuary? Besides 
affording a respite from labor, it is designed, 


it was 


and if piously observed, is admirably calculated | 


for the preparation of the heart and mind, for 
rallying together the scattered thoughts, for 


warming the feelings which six days of mun- | 


dane employment have cooled down, for car- 


ing up a store of spiritual nutriment for the en- 
suing week. Where is he who will tell us 
that such things are not good, and where is he 
who will dare to aflirm, thrt be bath no need 
of such aids? 


The Sabbath was faithfully observed by our | 


Lord and Saviour, who while he set his face 
against the Pharisaical perversion of its mten- 
tion, did, both by precept and example, incul- 
eate a regard to at asa day of boly rest and 
pious contemplation. ‘The Lord Jesus chose 
this holy day as the occasion on which to leave 
the darkness of the tomb, and to announce to 


mankind his vietory over the powers of death. | 


Does not this signal event add a vew lustre to 
the glories of the already glorious day? Ought 
not this transaction to make one of the great 
recollections which itshould reeal toour minds? 
Ought not we to feel, on each oceasion that it 
comes round, that we are celebrating the resur- 
rection of the Saviour, that we are commemo- 
rating the victory over death and the grave, 
that we are looking forward to life and im- 
mortality among the saints in light? 

The Sabbath is designed to shadow forth the 
avocations of the heavenly condition, Its re- 
pose ts the nearest approach that earth affords 
to the rest unspeakable, that is prepared above 
for the people of God, Its devout contempla- 
tions are the harbingers of that frame of mand 
Whieh shall be ours when we shall bave enter- 
ed into glory. 
types and of those warmer and 
hoher adorations, which we shall offer up he- 
fore the throne, when we shall stand face to 
face, with God and with the Lamb. If there 
be any meaning in the remark, that heaven is 
our true home 
there be any cogency in the reflection that this 
eurth is the place of preparation for eternity; 
and ifthere be any sweetness in realizing here 
below, the employments and the feelings that 
shall be ours throughout that eternitw: then 
how carefully, how reverently, how earnestly 
ought we to labor to improve the ad V of the 
Lord, counting ita delight, calling it honora- 
ble, and hallowing it by our thoughts, 
words, and our de eds—Halifar Guardian. 


FRIENDSHIPS, 

Earthly friendships are proverbially insecure 
and uncertain, Local separation. slight differ- 
ences of opinion, some trivial misunderstand- 
ing, or causes of a similar kind, may sever the 
closest intimacies, and alienate bosom compan- 


Its prayers and praises are the 


- - 
sore ruthers 


our 


ions; andif human freendships survive these 
causes, death brings forgetfulness, and survi- 
vors soou learn to lose the remembrance of the 
past, and to find a substitute for their loss. 
Friendships, founded on Christian principles, 
are in all respects an Hinprovement on those of 
a merely worldly character: but they likewise 
partake of the infirmity of the imperte ct, al- 
though partially sanctified, persons who form 
them. Sad experience of this fact often pres- 
ses on the spirit with a leaden weight, and 
it to sigh for something more perfect. 
Perhaps, in the providence of God, it is spe- 
ciatly designed to cure the folly of reposing on 
earthly things for happiness, ond to teach us, 
by the loss of an earthly friend, to seek for an 
heavenly one. 


causes 


How retreshing to be assured, 
that, although forsaken by father and mother, 
our dearest and attached relations, the 
Lord “ willnever, no never, no never forsake ” 
those who confide in bim.—There is a friend 
who sticketh closer than a No out- 


thiest 


brother! 


ward chanze in our condition can dimimish his | 


aff ection. 


Whom he loveth, he loveth to the 
end, 


His heart is always alive to sympathy, 
his hand always ready to relieve, and turn to 
him when we may, his countenance is always 
brightened with the same benignant smile. ~ 
There is something, also, in the friendship 
formed for the Saviour by the disciple, which 


is purer and more lasting, than can be found | 


in the dearest associations of life, Look atthe 
Apostle John; he loved bis Master, he was be- 
loved by him beyond the rest of his immediate 
attendants; he leaned on his bosom at supper; 
he was known as “the disciple whom Jesus 
loved.” He had seen the Lord crucified; he 
had outlived his cotemporsries; he was left 
alone when the rest of his fellow Apostles had, 


from time to time, been called away by death; | 


and yet in his extreme old age, his heart was 
attuned only to love for his Lord; he delighted 
to speak of him, and the holy friendship which 
inspired him when first called to the Apostle- 
ship, only grew stronger and warmer by the 
lapse of years. Itis a sight of surpassing in- 
terest to behold an aged Christian, tottering 


Is not there a solem- | 


md final dwelling place; if | 


along under an infirm body, whose early friend- 


ship for Jesus has been streng:hening with his 
years. Other things have lost their interest 
for him, bereavements have broken up his 





| giving him meat when he was hungry, or drink 


| vinte his sufferings, would be withheld by this 
. ~ > | ‘ 
rying forward the work of grace, and for lay- 


} worthy of being mentioned at the same time 


| he could entertain and make glad his cuest. 


| ber of inhabitants, over 60 years of age; of these 52 
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most plessant associations, be hus outlived the 
world into which be was born, but one thing | 
abides, it suffers no decay—it is his friendsbip: 
for Christ. ‘This cheers him; tt opens UP A} for ilusiraring religious traths arranged uncer yy 
source of pure delight, and he ts encournged | po ae ion Cee Bee teacliere 5 
‘ . ® ' , than waste. bby arvey } 
at the close of his pilgrimage by the assurancey| 44 ces. . 
that his best friend never forgets, and will not) og Srones Uluatrated 
ee . “ . ~ - 4f.2? | Vinga. mio, rice £2 cents. 
for sake him now he is old and uray he ade ad. Conversations ou Constantinople. By Elizabecy by 
(Presbyle wa. late a member of the omission at that City. 4 Eo 
Price 16 cents. — 
The Child's Picture Book —40 Engravings. py, 
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A Fasre.—A gardener walking among his | 
fruit trees, particularly inspected one, which, 
although apparently sound and flourishing, | 
seemed to excite in his mind dissatisfaction. 
At length his axe was uplified in the act of 
hewing it down, when the tree thus addressed 
him: ** Why this severity? You threaten to, 
destroy me us if | were a ‘Worthless and with- 
ered trunk; but are not my limbs sound and 
covered with a luxuriaut foliage? And besides, | 
although my stem was once a wild shoot, yet) 
cannot you discern the mark of the engratting 
ofa better stock, to which | am indebted for 
my present flourishing looks? Surely you mis- 
take in applying the axe to my root.” “True,” 
said the gardener, “ your appearance is unexe| 
ceptionable, but ft have waited a reasonable | 
time, and you bear no fruit, Whether you 
have been grafted or not, it matters bot, you | Minor, Turkey and Greece, in 2 vols. jusi i, 
are unproductive, and cumber my ground,’ for sele at CROCKER §& BKEWSTER’S, 47 W., 
With that he fell to work, and soon the boast-) “8 4 
ing tree was withering on the ground. | 

Moral.—l\t is vot high profession, but bear- 
ing fruit to God, that will save any one from | 
being cut down as a cumberer of the ground, 

_—__ {1b 
NO SUBSTITUTE FOR VISITING THE AF- 
FLICTED. : 

* T was in prison, and ye came unto me,” is 
the top of the climax in that beautiful deserip- ‘ 
tron which our Saviour gives of those who may net always comport: with different eurcuinstance, 
shall be acknowledged his friends at the last, (e*stler mere of having been ably gar her ‘ 
day, and to which he suljjoins this explanation, “ An unpretending volume, full of instraction 1) 
inasmuch as ye bave done it unto the least of ten in an offhand style, and parents and ehildres 
these, my brethren, ye have done it unto me.) Wrcher) will derive beueflt trom ite perueal.”—J. } 
This was a stronger proof of friendship than 


ARCHY MOORE, 


R, Memoirs ofa Slave. Two Vols. in One. xs, 
oO Price Reduced from One votlar to ritty cyy.. 
Extract from the Preface. “There is one circ, 
if ve other, which will go far to entitle Ghis work (y F 

in the history of American Literature. 

It Was written some time since, inthe midst of se¢ 
ilar to those Which it attempts to describe. La ihe . 
1626, it was brought to New York tor publication. 4 
standing a pretty diligent search, nO Bookseller equ), 
in that city, whe dared to publish it. Tt was 
Boston,—and the same obstacle existing there, it y« 
without any publisher's name in the title page, 
first edition was disposed of in four er five mons, 

For sale at retuil amd to the trade, by W HivPLe 
DAMRELL, No. 9 Cornhill. 
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Letters from the Old World, 
¥ a Lardy of New York. Egypt, Syrian, Poles: 


Mis. Lee’s New Book. 
OSANNA; or, Scenes in Boston, by the author, 
Experiments, Lather and his Times, 
lished by JAS. MUNROE & CO., 134 Wy 


| CONFESSIONS of a SCHOOLMAS?7}; 

By Wa. A. Alcott. 

| V TE would recommend this book asa highly ¢ 
ing narrative to all, and to tenchers ay 

abounding in excellent Observation, the result. « 

perience, and in rules and directious which, ality 


* 


“The work contains many humorous sailies 9 
hits at the times, and numerous incidents in the 
country schoolmaster Which are amusing, and 
tone of the book is most admirable."—/ roy Whig 

“Ti wecould have our way we would put a ce 
book into every District School Library, and we w 
force the attentive perusal of it upon every sche 
trustee, family and visitor, Whe are connecied with « 
tury schools in the country. We can assure our reader 
volume “is well worth the money."—Ca, Intelligence: 

* We can searcely name a book which is better cal: 
to lead the minds of the people in our country dist 
conviction ofthe necessity of having better tenchers, u 
paying them better. This work should be extensively c 
Jated."—N. Y. Review. _ 

Published by GOULD, NEWMAN & SAXTON, 4 
ver, nud 91 Nassau, corner Fulton street, New-York, 
sale by all the principal Booksellers. De 


MASON’S NEW MUSIC BOOK, 


When he was athirst; and it was the only proof, 
Which, in the circumstances, could be sustained, 
If Onesiphorus had made some inquiries after 
Paul, but on finding it dificult to discover the 
place of his coufinement had desisted from 
them, and left with some member of the Ro- 
tan church his affectionate salutations to the 
apostle, together with a sum of money to sup-! 
port hin in prison, think you, my brethren, | 
that this would have been uecepted as a suffi-| 
cient token of regard, or that it would have re- 
freshed the soul of the prisoner? Verily, no. | 
In that case, Paul would have been disposed 
to reply to his message in the words which| "MIE MODERN PSALMIST, 4 Collection of Chur 
poet his put into the mouth of a female men-| qmne Mea CoUetane, the ment porulng Faaluy 9 
tioned in the New Testament, “ visit me, great variety of New Tunes, Anthems, Motette. Senta 
and retain thy gifts.” The present would CAants, &c., by distinguished European authors, w 
“have been revarded as an affront.” and the which have been composed or arranged express 

e ’ work; including, also, compositions of the editor, 
salutations as a renunciation of friendship | fore pubdlisied: the whole constituting a body oft 
Nothing, we may be sure, which was needful, "io Probably aw extensive and complete as uy eve 
to relieve the temporal wants of the apostle, or 
which could help to lighten his chain or alle- 
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By Lowell Mason, Prot, in the Boston Academy of 
Editor of Mandel and Haydn Collection, Boston a 
Collection, Choir, &c. Published under the sanct 
Beston Academy of Music. 

The method of printing nde n this work 
country, the four parts being printed on two staves 
lowing the work lo contain abeut one third 
is common in a book of this size 
several other advantages, 
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affectionate and munificent friend. But if any- 
thing of this kind was given, it was not thought 
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with his personal visit. Upon this Paul set a 
higher value than upon ‘all the substance of 
his house.” To see the face of his ancient 
benefactor before he died, to receive his cor- 
dial and Christian embrace, to hear again his 
well-known, and never-forgotten accents, to 
learn from bis lips what he had heard from the 
reports of others; that he retained all his for- 
mer love to Christ, to his gospel, to his servant, 
this, “this was refreshing.’ This made all 
the garments of his visitunt to smell of inyrrh, 
aloes, and cassia: and convertedt lis marrow pb 
and gloomy cell into an ivory palace, in which 
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The Quincy Patriot thus speaks of a lecture given 
before the Lyceem, im that town, some time since, by 
a highly respected clegyman of this city: —The ninth 
lecture was by Rev. William M. Rogers. of Boston. 
The subject, Egy pt—its antiquity, hieroglyphics, etc. 
‘The lecture was written in astrong and flowing style, 
calcalated to be easily understood and traly pleasing. 
It was delivered in that eloquent manner which is 
characteristic of the We are not surprised 
that Mr. R.’s lectures snould attract such crowded 
audiences in the city, for in our opinion, he is enii- 
nently qualified for a popular speaker. 
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